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Presidents’  Corner

Hello Fellow Jaguar Club Members,

Remember back early in the year when I stated how nice our Spring season had 

been? Well, with the exception of that one hot spell, I believe we had an equally 

fantastic Summer, and what about the great Fall season? We did indeed put 

some very enjoyable miles on our beloved vehicles.

 

(11/13/10) WHOOPS!!! Mother Nature just asserted herself in the form of 10” 

to 12” of very heavy wet sticky white stuff. I suppose it’s time to shift gears and 

focus on our winter projects. 

On December 11 we will be conducting our annual planning breakfast. Here is 

where you come in. We would enjoy hearing some of your thoughts as to what 

some of the agendas should emcompass. Some have stated more drives, more 

tech. sessions, more restaurants and maybe a pub crawl. 

Actually, when we can plan 12 months worth of events in a couple of hours 

time, it certainly speaks highly of the members. Do a little brainstorming and 

bring your ideas to the meeting or contact a board member and give your 

suggestions to them.

Hope to see a good turn out for the meeting. Come join us! This meeting is 

open to all club members, not just board members. See you there.

                                        

Sincerely,  

Dick Bass

Jaguar Club President
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We assembled in the scenic parking lot 

across from the Ford plant on East River 

Road in Saint Paul with a good turn-

out, considering that rain clouds and 

overcast hung heavy above us, following 

(wouldn’t you know it) two solid weeks 

of summery temperatures and bright 

sunshine. Oh well, onward we went, 

down 35E merging on to 35S rolling 

south amongst a continual stream of 

gawkers eyeing up the stream of shining 

Jaguars, to the Co. Rd. 2 exit, and then headed west out of the town of New Market passing numerous well-tended 

horse farms to the new British-style roundabout (or as we say on this side of the Atlantic, traffic circle) at Hwy. 13. 

Successfully navigating the roundabout, we headed south for two miles, and picked up Hwy. 19 west, which shortly 

became the main street of New Prague and navigated our way through two more roundabouts to reach our destina-

tion: John Schumacher’s New Prague Inn.

The bar filled up quickly while we waited for 

a series of Bride and Groom pictures being 

taken for a wedding ceremony later that day. 

Then moving into our lovely reserved dining 

room, we enjoyed an excellent lunch of Reu-

ben and Fat Rascal (really huge) sandwiches, 

and a frosty samplings of the various excel-

lent beers and ales served up by the staff of this well-known German and Bohemian style Inn.

 Our happy group included club President Dick Bass and Wendy Tweed, Gloria and Mike Lynch, Brent Poppenha-

gen and Kari Berg, Phil Swenson and Roxanne Krause, Allan and Randi Beale, Bill Loe, Horace and Donna Beale, 

Roger Gillette and Elaine Johnson, John and Ruth Magnussen, and Phil and Marianne Kanning. 

And wouldn’t you know it? All’s well that ends well, because as we left on our journey back north, the sky had  

turned to that beautiful Minnesota blue with puffy white clouds to lead us home after a fun afternoon and lots  

of conversation.

Russ Colber

Last of the Leaves Tour
to Schumacher’s New Prague Inn 

October 23, 2010

Schumacher’s Inn

The gang’s all here.

Ornate front door

Smiles all around.
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A while back the Jaguar Club had an event called the “Challenge 
Tour.” This event was a driving tour, in your Jaguar, having a 
minimum length of 500 miles round trip. The challenge then 
was to somehow complete a 500 mile journey as best as pos-
sible. Pushing, pulling, wrenching on, praying for, yelling at, 
and pleading with your Jag from start to finish all were perfectly 
acceptable, and actually quite normal.

Challenge Tour
around lake Superior

Ken Smith was the ring leader then. There was a trip around 
Lake Superior, a trip to a Jaguar National Convention in St. 
Louis, and a trip to Spring Green, Wisconsin as I can remember. 
I also kinda remember a pink and red honeymoon suite with 
a heart shaped bed in a motel in Spring Green…..err, at least I 
think that was a Challenge Tour! If you talk to some of the Jag 
Club veterans you will probably hear more tales.

This year it appears a new Challenge Tour Honcho has come 
forth. Brent Poppenhagen, assisted by his trusty partner Kari 
Berg, organized a tremendously FUN tour around Lake Supe-

The top of Keweenaw Peninsula near 
Copper Harbor, MI.

Elaine’s choice of foot apparel 
for rockhounding.

Couldn’t 
resist taking 
this picture!

Trying to figure out how to get gas in Marathon, Ont.
All the pumps were in French.  

Litres instead of gallons also didn’t help. Brent wondering if he took a wrong turn.

continued on page 5
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rior. Five cars met at a restaurant in Ashland, Wisconsin on the 
friday before Labor Day. After lunch we started on a counter 
clockwise Lake Superior Circle Tour with overnight stops in 
Hancock, Michigan, Sault St. Marie, Canada, Marathon, Ontario, 
and Grand Marais, Minnesota. Our last stop was lunch just north 
of Duluth. Each day Brent and Kari had our lunch spots pre-
determined, as well as our nightly motels. What a deal!

Tourers included Brent Poppenhagen/ Kari Berg, William Wel-
ter/ Diane Jensen, Elaine Brahms/ John Gulickson, Dale & Barb 
Martin, and Gwen and I. Hard luck goes to John and Elaine 
(new alternator and starter) in their XJ. William’s Jag was in the 
shop and couldn’t go. Martins had a new Jag L-330 which looked 
surprisingly like a Japanese SUV. Gwen and I had the distinction 
of driving the oldest Jag. Even though the weather was not the 
greatest, we did manage to get in some top down driving. 

So Brent, where are we going next year? 

Glenn Nickleski    

continued from page 4

Rock sculptures abound en route.

One of our many stops for refreshments.

Nightly cocktails before dinner.

A great place to stop for lunch in Rossport, Ont.

Sweatshirt and driving gloves were “top down” necessities.
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Brent Poppenhagen and Kari Berg really kicked you know 
what this year in the touring department. In addition to the 
great Challenge Tour around Lake Superior mentioned ear-
lier, they also sponsored a nice September drive. Thirty five 
people in 18 cars showed up for at least one of 3 parts of this 
day. And the weather cooperated beautifully!

Part A: Drive the scenic roads of western Wisconsin from 
Hudson to Red Wing.  Part B: Lunch in Red Wing at Nor-
ton’s.
Part C: More western Wisconsin sports car roads ending at 
Paddy Ryan’s Irish Pub back in Hudson

B & K are making a science of motor touring. Can’t wait for 
next year? Maybe Part D?

Glenn Nickleski

MINNESOTA  
JAGUAR CLUB

September Drive  
and Luncheon

QUIZ TIME! 
The first person who correctly identifies all these Jaguar 

Club members gets a free 
breakfast at the Dec 11 Jag-
uar Club Planning Meeting! 
Send you answers to the 
editor.1

23

4

5

6

7

89
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Reprinted from October 2010 and November 2010 Issues of Hem-
mings Motor News
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No, this is not a script for a TV mystery.  It’s an exercise in prying out a secret “glitch” in a vintage Jaguar.  I 
now fully understand that to be a Jaguar mechanic, it would be a tremendous asset to be at least a distant rela-
tive of Sherlock Holmes. But I digress—let’s start at the beginning.

About two and a half years ago, I bought a 1961 Mark II 
from a guy in California.  It’s not a show car but I have 
to say it’s pretty damned nice.  I don’t think it’s ever seen 
a snowflake.  The interior is like new and virtually every-
thing but the door hinges have been rebuilt.  Most of the 
mechanical work was done in 1993 and ’94.  It had been 
driven about 7,000 miles since then.  If you can believe it, 
there aren’t even many traces of vital fluids on my garage 
floor after two and a half years.

So, what’s my problem?  From the day I got it, it started 
OK, ran just fine—except when you stood on the “go” 
pedal.  Then, it would cough and backfire.  However, un-
der moderate acceleration it would get up to the century 
mark and easily maintain it.

My first thought was that it probably had some stale 
old California gas in it!  So I motored over to Fleet Farm in Hudson and got a tankful of real premium gas 
(no ethanol).  That didn’t help.  Now, even prior to this point, despite my Polish heritage, I was just smart 
enough to know that if I was to drive an old Jag, I’d better have a “go to” guy handy.  I got in touch with 
Glenn Nickleski and determined here was a guy that was dumb enough to own a jag and yet smart enough to 
fix one.  Glenn has been a great asset and a good friend.  

So, anyway, Glenn suggested I put some kind of elixir in the gas that would possibly “degunk” things. Great 
idea but it did not solve my problem.

I ended up at Glenn’s and he checked the timing, the carb settings, and a bunch of other things. He did not 
tear into the works because the engine was hot and in order get the air cleaner completely off the carbs, your 
body has to flex in places that no longer flex. Glenn was somewhat reluctant to risk major skin grafts from 
burns just so I could drive a “non-sputtering” Jag home. We agreed to call it a day and tackle this annoying 
problem in the Spring of 2010.

Spring of 2010 came and Glenn came over with his tools. He pulled the air cleaner assembly off the cold mo-
tor and made it look easy.  He checked all the carb needle settings and tried it. Nothing, plus the carbs looked 
real clean. I knew they had been rebuilt. He then checked to see if gas was getting to the carbs.  It was.  Keep 
in mind that at this point we didn’t know whether it was fuel or spark.

Kenn’s MK II is now running like it should.

Hidden Secret of a 

Fine Old Lady
By Kenn Kopitzke

continued on page 12
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He went to the distributor and detected some pitting of the points.  He went home, got a new 
set of points, and I installed them.  Now, it would not run at all.  We’d made progress of a sort.  
It didn’t seem to have a real sharp spark so I ordered a condenser, rotor, and distributor cap.  
Still nothing, even after Glenn rechecked the timing etc.  I forgot to mention that we replaced 
a little wire on the back side of the condenser that seemed quite frayed.

Glenn pulled out all the plugs and put a little gas in each cylinder.  It still would not start 
but we did note that all the plugs were perfectly dry even after turning the engine over a lot.  
Glenn went home scratching his by now even grayer hair.  Here were two old engineers that 
had spent quite a few hours trying to pry a secret out of this old lady and we were stumped.

I only had one more ace in the hole.  Glenn and I could not figure this old lady out but maybe, 
just maybe, I would get a revelation if I enlisted the help of my old friend Jack Daniels.  So I 
poured out a shot and opened my Barrett Catalog to a blown up view of a 5V carb.  Within 
two minutes—even before the Jack Daniels was gone—I said, “Hot damn!”  I saw a diaphragm 
just under the main jet.  We knew gas was getting to the float chamber but this was beyond 
that.  I knew the carbs had been rebuilt but that had been sixteen years ago and we all know 
what happens to old rubber.

I called Glenn.  He came over and disassembled the carbs only to find the diaphragm looked 
perfect.  My comment was, “Oh shucks.” but spelled a little different.  After more head 
scratching, Glenn suggested we may have the plug wires installed in the distributor cap in the 
wrong order.  I almost told him that was a stupid idea since my son, the brilliant electrical 
engineer, had replaced the cap.  Fortunately, I remained silent.  In defense of my son, it turns 
out that on the Jag, the number one cylinder is in the rear.  The Limeys had once again stuck 
it to us.  We switched the wires and it started.  But it still puked and gasped under acceleration.  
The old girl retained her secret.

Glenn said he was going over to Jeff Flynn’s garage and he would drive it over for a second 
opinion.  He picked up the car and an hour later, the phone rang.  It was Glenn.  Did I have 
AAA?  Yes!  So it made the second half of the trip to Jeff ’s on the back of a nice truck, compli-
ments of AAA.  

Within minutes of being unloaded at Jeff ’s, his head was under the hood and he had spotted 
what he thought was the problem.  You see the gizmos (probably not the correct term) that are 
at the plug end of the wires contain some little parts that are there to suppress ignition noise in 
the radio.   They tend to corrode and then suppress the engine.  Incidentally, the wires looked 
like new.  Glenn put new ends on the wires, test drove it, and came back smiling.  The Grand 
Old Lady had finally given up her secret.  

Now when you step your foot on it, it does what a good old Jaguar should.  What a sweet thing 
to drive!

Thanks, Glenn and Jeff.

continued from page 11



Straight Talk and
Accurate Directions in

Changing Times

(763) 546-6211
www.bpkz.com

BLANSKI PETER KRONLAGE & ZOCH, P.A.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTSBPK&Z

In this economy, you need advisors who will give you a clear
view of the road ahead – and then give you the best directions.

When you’ve chosen your advisors, you’ve chosen your advice. 

Start taking action now by listening to our podcast series:
www.bpkz.com/resources-podcasts.php

Choose BPK&Z – CPAs and Consultants. Going beyond what
MUST be done ... to what CAN be done® in any economy.

Going beyond what
MUST be done ... to what CAN be done®

Audit & Accounting  •  Business Advisory  •  Business Valuation  •  Financial Services
Management Advisory Services  •  Succession Planning  •  Estate Planning

Tax Services  •  Technology  •  Buying, Selling and Growing a Business
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J U S T  O N E  M O R E
T H I N G  T O  L O V E .

2 0 1 1The 2011 Jaguar XJ. An icon re-imagined, the luxury sedan transformed.

Powered by a standard 385 hp engine, the long-awaited sportier XJ goes

from 0 to 60 in 5.4 seconds (the supercharged version does it in 4.9).

A blend of stunning, truly head-turning design, intuitive technology

and innovative thinking, the XJ delivers something Jaguar enthusiasts

know very, very well: a remarkable contemporary driving experience.

Jaguar enthusiasts also know their search for parts and service for

the Jaguars they own begins at Jaguar Minneapolis.

Why? Because we share the feeling.

More than a brand, more than a vehicle,

each and every Jaguar is, in it’s own way, a classic.

394 & General  Mi l ls

Boulevard,

Golden Val ley

763.222.2200

Jaguar Minneapolis

The Twin Cities’ Source

for Extraordinary Vehicles...

JaguarMpls.com





This past September Gwen and I were vacationing in Red Lodge, Montana. Red 
Lodge is a small town at the eastern base of the Bridger Range of the Rocky 
Mountains. A town that can claim maybe 2,000 permanent residents. No stop-
lights. No fastfood establishments either. But lots of bars and real cowboys in 
diesel pickups! If you take the main drag in town and drive south you will drive 
over the Beartooth Pass and into Yellowstone Park. You really don’t have much 
choice as in that 60 miles there are only one or two turnoffs.

Strolling through town we happened on a Shelby Cobra parked on the main 
drag. Wow. It was full of bugs, dirt, lots of travel apparel in the cockpit. This car 
was a road car. From California, even. Double wow. Ooooooh!

2 seconds later we saw another, then another, then yet another. They were multi-
plying right in front of us. By the time the orgy stopped we counted 28 total. All 
original, no repros mind you. 

As it turns out there is a fellow in California that has organized a 1000 mile 
Cobra tour every year. He does it because he likes to, just like our Brent Pop-
pendick. First class, too, with predetermined stops and motels in interesting 
places.  He’s not affiliated with any car club. Normally he only lets 15 cars in 
his tours, but this year he decided to open it up to 30. They started this year’s 

It’s Cobra Time…

tour in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Red Lodge was a lunch stop. After lunch they were 
headed to Cody, Wyoming. 

As we walked away I figured we’d never see that many original Cobras together again. 
I also wondered if there would be any interest in doing something similar with Jaguar 
E-Types. Hmmmm. Double hmmmm.

Glenn Nickleski

Some cars were personally signed by  
Carroll Shelby himself

Not much storage room.

A nest of Cobras in front of the famous  
Red Lodge Cafe on the main drag in town.

The only hardtop in the group.

Cobra driver talks to some gawkers. I wonder how he 
keeps his cowboy hat on at speed?



The cruise started at the Mounds Park Theater in St. Paul. The day was sunny and a little brisk, ideal for the heat pouring 
in past the British firewalls. We expected to leave together but most people left in dribs and drabs so it wasn’t a parade but 
more a group of friends driving together. There were large groups found in scenic overlook parking areas along the Missis-
sippi river but then it was a few at a time again when the scenery was exhausted. There were about 170 cars participating, 
most of which joined the car show in Red Wing, a beautiful river town. There were 20 trophies given out based on specta-
tor voting. There was no ranking, just being in the top 20. The Jag Club took 10% of the trophies (Welter, XJ12 and Harris, 
Riley, RME) despite being about 3% of the cars. The entrants raised about $14,000 for the various charities. it’s a fun cruise 
for a good cause. I hope that more MN Jag members will partake next year! 
 
Jim Harris

8th Annual 
Fall Color Cruise 
Saint Paul to Red Wing 
Sunday, October 10, 2010



JAGUAR CLUB OF MN.
PLANNING BREAKFAST

SATURDAY DECEMBER 11TH, 2010

9:30 A.M. TO APPROX. NOON

AL BAKER’S RESTAURANT

3434 WASHINGTON DRIVE

EAGAN, MN.   55122

651-454-9000

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!!!

YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ORDER OFF THE MENU. THEY WILL BE HAPPY TO DO 

SEPARATE CHECKS. WE WILL HAVE OUR BREAKFAST AND THEN START OUR 

MEETING.  PLEASE BRING YOUR IDEAS AND YOUR WILLINGNESS TO VOL-

UNTEER FOR EVENTS TO THE TABLE.  IF YOU ARE AWARE OF OTHER CLUBS 

EVENTS AND WISH TO MAKE US AWARE OF THEM AND PERHAPS PLACE THEM 

ON THE CALENDAR FOR OPTIONS OF THINGS TO DO, BRING IT ALONG. WE 

WANT EVERYONES INPUT. NEW IDEAS FOR EVENTS ARE ALWAYS GREAT. WE 

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE.  THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO ALL CLUB 

MEMBERS AND NOT JUST BOARD MEMBERS.  SEE YOU THERE! 

DICK BASS,

JAGUAR CLUB PRESIDENT



World Class Wines from the rolling hills  
of the st. Croix river valley.

www.chateaustcroix.com

chateau st. croix winery, 1998a state road 87 st. croix Falls, wi 54024

Chateau St. Croix Winery 
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Most of you that have attended the Rendezvous have 
met Lyle Thompson from Thunder Bay. Lyle is a tall 
sometimes dignified older man with white hair and two 
Jags. I’m sure he would expect me to describe him as 
handsome and witty as well.
 
Unfortunately, he lost both his cars to accidents 
recently, but was unharmed himself. We all get rather 
attached to our cars and this was a bit traumatic.
 
He was T-boned at an intersection in his E type coupe 
and the insurance company was determined to scrap 
the car. After much haggling, Lyle managed to get the 
car saved and it is now in Eastern Ontario at a Jag 
specialist for rebuild. Scheduled completion is in the 
spring.
 
Next, he was coming home from the annual club 
golf outing in his XJS and was waiting for oncoming 
highway traffic to pass before he could turn left across 

the road to his home. He sat for quite awhile with his 
turn signal on before proceeding. As he did a woman 
came from behind at high speed and tried to pass on 
the left which is where he was. Both cars wound up in 
opposing ditches and XJS was subsequently totaled at 
$11,000 insured value.
 
At least this allows Lyle a good sum to shop up a 
replacement.
 
Lyle is soon off to his other home in Australia for the 
winter so will have some car arrangements to handle 
next spring if we are to see him at the Rendezvous in 
Fargo.
 
Since cars are repairable or replaceable, things could 
be worse. I’m sure there will never be another Lyle.
 
Mike Lynch

MORE HARD TIMES IN CANADA
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Ads free for Jaguar Club Members

For Sale

Wanted
If you are looking for some specific Jaguar item, 
either a whole car, parts, or just information, you 
can use the Newsletter to help your search. Just 
send the info to editor@jaguarminnesota.org.

 Roadsters

Glenn Nickleski     
651 439 3948      
gxgnickles@aol .com

P e r s o n a l i z e d  S e r v i c e  f o r  
y o u r  C l a s s i c  B r i t i s h  C a r

 Just 

New Members
Kirk & Mariann Roebken
6545 McCauley Trl W
Edina, MN 55439
612-597-6116
kroebken@comcast.net
71 SR-III-E 2+2  
Regency Red 
 
Jerry & Donna Forness
15555 St Moritz Ct
Burnsville, MN 55306
612-719-6088
jeforness@aol.com
97 XK Convert BRG  
 
Scott & Heather McQueen
623 7th St NE
Minneapolis MN 55414
612-623-4438
1967 SR-I-E coupe silver

William J. &  
Jaye Ann Bennett
2325 Loneview Cir
Long Lake MN 55356
612-414-5779
williamtybi@hotmail.com
1997 XJ6 Sedan
1995 XJS Convert
1994 XJ12 Sedan
1970 XJ6 Sedan
1973 XJ6 Sedan
1953 MK VII Saloon
1977 XJ12L Sedan 
 
Betsy & Roger Mehl
416 25th St SW
Rochester MN 55902
507-281-0875
rogermehl@charter.net
1973 SR-III-E Convert Red 

Tom Ryan &  
Penny Pickard
1735 Garland Ln N
Plymouth, MN 55447
763-473-1390
teckwing@aol.com
00 XK8 Convert  
Sapphire Blue



If you reserve your 12X20 space now the price is only $600 for 5 months.  
Longer stays can be accommodated.

Your Jaguar should not be packed into a warehouse.  
At Twin Cities Self Storage it is always under your control.

Come see for yourself or call to reserve a unit as space is limited.

TWIN CITIES SELF STORAGE
12200 PORTLAND AVENUE

BURNSVILLE, MN 55337
952.746.1770

www.twincitiesstorage.com

Your Jaguar deserves its own space.
TWIN CITIES SELF STORAGE has just that space for you.

Your Jaguar will be stored in a state-of-the-art, climate controlled 
facility, easily accessible from 35W in Burnsville, Minnesota;

It will be protected by 
a gated perimeter and  
multiple surveillance 

cameras, plus  
courteous staff who 

are here daily.

It will be stored 
in a private unit 
with your lock, 
and you have  
access to it  
every day.
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            never forget

RavenWorks LLC 
10900 89th Avenue North   Maple Grove, MN 55369 

∞ Ultrasonic fuel injector cleaning machine 
∞ 4 corner car weighing system 
∞ Chassis & Engine Dyno 
∞ Top machining equipment in the area! 

      Let us take care of your Jaguar!

Call: 763-463-3452 

    



DATE EVENT LOCATION INFORMATION

Every Saturday: 8:30 am InterMarque Breakfast Square Peg Restaurant,  
Minneapolis, MN

Daniel Buchen: 651.222.3899 
dwbuch@hotmail.com

Saturday December 11 2010 Activity Planning Breakfst Al Baker’s Resaurant 
Eagan, MN

Richard Bass & Wendy Tweed
952 933 2490

Wendy.tweed@morries.com

** Jaguar Club of MN - Sponsored Event. For event details and latest updates, see www.jaguarminnesota.org

Jaguar Club of Minnesota
Calendar of Events (December)
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New 
Members

Kirk & Mariann Roebken
6545 McCauley Trl W
Edina, MN 55439
612-597-6116
kroebken@comcast.net
71 SR-III-E 2+2 Regency Red 

Jerry & Donna Forness
15555 St Moritz Ct
Burnsville, MN 55306
612-719-6088
jeforness@aol.com
97 XK Convert BRG 


